
Deacon Joseph Mather (1753-1840) 
 
Deacon Joseph Mather, son of Moses Mather, married Sarah Scott of Ridgefield in 1777 and she 
moved to Darien.  Ownership of land was critically important to large colonial families and as 
the children approached adulthood they needed to strike out on their own as there was little 
room left at the family homestead.  Joseph was fortunate in that in 1778 he inherited from his 
mother, Hannah Bell, the very tract of land upon which the MH resides.  The 100-plus acres was 
a sizable parcel and large enough upon which to establish a farmstead to support his family.  
The farm extended past Dorcester Road to present day Pilgrim Road.  The house was truly on 
the edge of the wilderness, being some five miles from town along a well-worn cart path, 
originally an Indian trail.  The nearest neighbors were over two miles away. Joseph and Sarah 
raised eleven children over their lifetime in this small farmhouse.  Of the eleven children, all 
lived to maturity and all except Hannah were born here. 
 
The original barns and other out buildings have long since been destroyed. The family’s total 
sustenance came from the family farm, from the wood to heat the house, to the fields that 
provided vegetables, flax and wheat and farm animals providing milk, eggs and meat. Game, 
particularly deer, turkey and rabbit, was also plentiful. It was a difficult existence made even 
worse by the bitter winters that plagued New England during the 18th century. All of the 
housework, cooking, making of clothes, care of the children and the keeping of the “kitchen 
garden” fell upon Sarah. For a family of that size it would not be uncommon for Sarah to bake a 
dozen leaves of bread a week in the oven here in the central hearth. 
 
During the Revolution Deacon Joseph would often be gone during the fighting seasons in the 
spring and summer for extended periods of time. At one time he served in Canada and was also 
part of the Militia guarding the Stamford coastline.  Sarah was a strong and resourceful woman 
and like most colonial period wives raised the children ran the household. One can only imagine 
the amount of work placed upon Sarah’s shoulders particularly when Deacon Joseph was off 
with other Patriots fighting in the Revolutionary War.  The children were put to household 
chores as soon as they were able. 
 
While the Native Americans had long since been driven across the Hudson River there was 
another threat during the revolution. Tory raiding parties came across Long Island Sound and 
confiscated valuables from the farmhouses of the Patriots living along the Connecticut shore. 
Despite the fact that Joseph and Sarah’s house was four miles inland it and thought to be a 
“safe house,” it was indeed a target during one of Deacon Joseph’s absences.  A group of Tories 
came to the house demanding valuables at the point of a bayonet. Sarah had kept some items 
hidden in the well that the raiders found immediately. However, they did not find the family 
silver, which had been hidden, in a false top chest that you will see in the dining room. As the 
legend goes and to add to the insult, the raiders demanded Sarah serve them dinner before 
they departed. 
 
In the course of time the Mather children married and established homesteads of their own in 
Connecticut, others moved away. The family always returned here for the holidays with the 



house overflowing with grandchildren all gathering for a wonderful holiday meal prepared by 
Sarah.  The family was deeply religious, no smoking, no liquor and plenty of prayer and 
reflection upon the Lord’s blessings. Deacon Mather and his wife lived here for the remainder 
of their lives. He died in 1840 and she in 1843. They are buried in the Mather Cemetery nearby 
across Brookside Road alongside their daughter Clara who died in infancy in 1786. 
 
 
 


